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Low Income Levels  

 
This is the foremost concern among the residents, local leaders, city government 

officials, the non – government sector and the private sector of the city. In 2004, 31% of  
the city’s families were poor or below the poverty threshold level, as per a rapid 
assessment conducted by the city’s officials. This is high compared to other cities in the 
Philippines.  

 
The high incidence of poverty is linked to the dependence of the city’s 

households on farming and fishing which have very low productivity levels. Agriculture, 
which had been backbone of the economy, had been stagnant.   
 

The City Agriculture Office reports that nearly 80% of the households are 
engaged in agriculture and fishery activities in 2004, but their outputs and incomes are 
very low. Farming is confined almost entirely to rice cultivation (96%) with an average 
yield of only 3.9 metric tons per hectare per cropping. Nearly two thirds (66%) of rice 
lands are rain fed and therefore can support only one rice crop per year. More than 40% 
of rain fed areas are irrigable but irrigation facilities are undeveloped. Net income from 
irrigated rice farms average P22,000.00 per hectare per cropping while that from rain fed 
farms is only P13,000.00. 

 
Owners of small and medium enterprises in the city also complain of low 

incomes owing mainly to the low purchasing power of the city’s residents.  
 
In order to increase incomes and reduce poverty among the city’s residents, 

agricultural development should be given a priority as this sector supports the majority of 
the population. Increasing farm productivity through more appropriate production and 
management technologies and increasing overall incomes through diversification and 
entrepreneurial farming approaches should be vigorously pursued. Likewise, mari-
culture should be developed to augment the meager income from fishing. 
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