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Limited Employment Or Self-Employment Opportunities 
 
 This was the third major area of concern. The employment absorption capacity of 
the local economy is very limited as commercial and industrial establishments are few 
and are dominated by retail trade stores. Industry is not developed, as the city’s 
economy is basically propelled by commerce and trade.  
 
 There were only 2,417 registered establishments in the city as of 2003, 87% of 
which are retail trade and miscellaneous establishments which have very low 
employment absorption capacities. Industrial establishments numbered only 71, all of 
which were either small or medium in size.  
 

Tourism facilities, which have the potential to absorb a larger workforce 
numbered only 19 in 2003. Tourism has been struggling since the early nineties when 
the markets provided by the American military bases in Clark and Subic disappeared.  
 

The once thriving tourism industry that provided jobs and pumped revenues into 
the local economy became a faint shadow of its old self. Meanwhile, new popular 
vacation destinations popped up – Puerto Galera, Boracay, Cebu, Palawan, etc. and the 
Hundred Islands slipped into near oblivion. From 2000 to 2003, foreign arrivals to 
Alaminos City averaged only  2,618 per year, which is not even one half of one percent 
share of foreign arrivals to the Philippines in the same time period. A much bigger 
number of local tourists, mostly from Pangasinan and nearby areas, visited the Hundred 
Islands, an average of 88,000 a year. But the local visitors were mostly day tourists and 
their expenditures were miniscule compared to tourists from Manila or overseas.  
 

Consultant’s to the city estimate that the combined employment generated by all  
registered establishments in the city in 2003 was a little less than 9000.  
 
 The city has a labor force of 21,659 in the year 2000. This has since increased.  
But only less than 9000 of these would be employed in regular paying jobs as of 2003. 
The rest of the city’s labor force are absorbed by the farming and fishery sector where 
under employment is rampant, owing to the seasonal nature of activities in these 
sectors.  
 
 In order to widen the employment absorption capacity of the city, self – 
employment or enterprise development should be stimulated, particularly micro, small 
and medium enterprises that have the potential to sell products outside of the city. 
Native sausages (longganisa), dried and smoked fish (daing na bangus and tinapa), fish 
paste (bagoong) are some of the products produced in the city that can be popularized. 
This list can be widened to add other farm based and sea based products manufacturing 
such as goat milk, native delicacies. Non-food items such as bamboo furniture making 
and garments manufacturing can also be added.  



 
 To generate regular employment opportunities, the revival of the tourism industry 
is a must. The Hundred Islands National Park remains as a competitive alternative to 
established destinations and would benefit from a renewed development and 
promotions thrust. 
 
 Finally, the development of selected industries that are compatible with the 
resource endowments and environmental carrying capacities can be pursued. Agri-
based manufacturing and light industrial crafts production are candidates. The latter can 
even support the tourism sector. The development of industries can be based on small, 
household based production units that are integrated at the processing and marketing 
levels.  
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