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Threatened Natural Environment 
 

The natural environment, particularly the coastal areas have fallen prey to 
rampant illegal fishing and overexploitation in decades past.  
 

The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) noted In a 
resource study conducted in 2000 – 20001 for the ADB funded Fisheries 
Resource Management Project that the fishery resources in the Lingayen Gulf 
were at an alarming rate of degradation. Habitat degradation due to a 
combination of natural factors,  destructive and illegal fishing, siltation and 
conversion to fishponds had reduced the live hard coral cover from healthy (51 to 
75%) to mostly poor (1-10%) and the mangrove forests areas from 9.9 sq. 
kilometers to only 4 sq. kms of secondary growth, in only two decades. Coupled 
with this is severe overfishing due to steep increases in the number of fishermen 
in the gulf. The net result is a drastic decline in the fish catch in 1999 to as low as 
20% of that of 1985. The composition of fish catch as well as the size of fish 
have also deteriorated. Even aquaculture, mainly bangus culture suffered from 
low productivity, taking 5-6 months, or almost twice as long a period to produce 
marketable sizes than in previous years.  Poor water quality brought about by 
overcrowding, high stocking density, overfeeding and unregulated operations 
decreased production and increased costs. 

 
The coastal areas of Alaminos, at the western portion of the Lingayen Gulf 

were no exception. Live, hard coral cover in 2000, while still better than some 
parts of the gulf,  was only 26.5% to 31.5% of the 682 hectares of coral reef.  
Areas developed into brackishwater fishponds (1,562 has.) had exceeded areas 
ideally suited for such (1,519 has.), leaving the mangrove cover at only 29 
hectares. The number of fishers, as monitored by the City Agriculture Office,  
more than doubled from 834 in 1999 to 1,979 in 2004. But total fish caught 
declined by 62% from 1,692 metric tons in 1999 to 1,042 metric tons in 2004. 
Added to this is the continuing encroachment of some 6 commercial fishers in 
the municipal fishing grounds despite prohibitions by law. Clearly, fishing in the 
Alaminos City coastal zone as well as in the entire Lingayen Gulf had become 
unsustainable.  
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